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NYOP, with new income atrisk
Executive Director, Rev. neighborhoods. One of
Eric Mcintosh, Program the first initiatives of the
Director Tony Jackson, Coalition is to serve as
St . St e p h e n arsadvikopyibca iptlze|
Church, with The Rev. creation of the
Nancy ChalfanWalker, Wilkinsburg Youth

-
have come together with Council. The Council / -—

the Wilkinsburg Weed will be comprised of and ,:"/

and Seed to form a lead by youth from the . -

Wilkinsburg Youth community. They will

Coalition. NYOP will select youth as board

be the lead youth serving members and will serve and take ownership of desires and concerns
organization heading up as advocates for the their environment. We The information
the Weed and Seedyouth to the Mayor and are excited to report that gathered has served as
initiative to bring City Council, t he first fs@imgboart of aBvodacy]
together the youth Department of Safety Meeting, August % issues the new Youth
serving organizations of and Youth Serving 2010, went very well. Council can build a
Wilkinsburg so that the Organizations. The hope The Allegheny County mission around.
community can make it is to encourage youth to Department of Human

easier for the youth to have a voice in what Services led the youth in

receive all the needed happens in and to theiran engaging time of

services to overcome thecommunity. We hope to sharing. The adults

road blocks that come provide a place for youth [istened and the youth

with living in low- to learn leadership skills spoke out on their needs,

Meet the New Executive Director

4 Reverend Eric McIntosh Arts programming in the
"~ accepted the position of Wilkinsburg and
Executive Director this surrounding areas.
May. He also serves, asi Chi | dr en | ove
Parish Administrator for St. dance and engage in hands
Stephends Epiamcregivy. Oftdnuimes h
where he is also the the children are having so
Resident Seminarian. Heismuch fun t hey
beginning his third year at know they are working,
Pittsburgh Theological developing and exhibiting
Seminary where he s the life skills necessary to
earning hi s b&danet kadérs in othe
Divinity Degree. He is an community because the
ordained Baptist Minister of programming at NYOP is
over 17 years. He hasso fun and eng
served as a Youth Minister remarked when reflecting
~ apd ,Youth Director for on a recent Performing Arts
n...the c h ertrd Mouf Bon B%pristeShowcase he attended. He
having so much fun Church as well as serving in believes that collaborating
h d A other caéjacities. Rev. E arwith the right youth serving
t ey onot N ¥ aEhblis aff ti&a%ly\()rganizations will give the
they are Working, called is excited to fill this children the right exposure
. position and brings with to experiences that will
dev_elp_pmg am_j ) him many years of urban positively shape their lives
exhibiting the life skill§ ministry. He believes the and foster a confidence that
Neighborhood Youth they can go as far as God
necessa_ry to become Outreach Program has aand their imagination can
leaders in the unique opportunity to take take them.
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cheers. The children of the
NYOP Arts Summer Camp
have just finished their
Its a hot noon day in Wil- weekly African Dance and
kinsburg and the sun is drum classes. Looking at
bright red and yelloike a the faces of little African
fire blazing in the blue sky. American children gather-
There are small puddles ing around the church wa-
of water on the ground ter fountain and discussing
from a summerain storm what they are learning; is
from e a r | y interesting. Above the play
that morning. The smell of of regular children's games
honey suckle and lavender such as kickball or dodge
fill the air from the flower ball ; the children value the
bed planted in the classes as im-
front church yardln a dis- portant. Teaching
tance you can hear the the children their African
sounds of children chanting American history and con-
and singing to the rhythms' tributions to the develop-
of African drums. Firsta ment of Western Culture
shout in an adult voice and has set off a fire storm of
then a response by a choru: questions. Why did black
of young people. This peoplewrite the blues and
dance of call and response gospel? Who invented
goes on for five minutes jazz? Does African dance
followed by a campaign of mean something®Question

NYOP Arts Summer
Camp

Young Poets Society

after question seems t
become an epidemic durin
classes. Even during the
music classes childre
question the how and wh
of the music? Why do peo
ple scat in jazz music? Was
that song on the radio? All

guestions from art, poetry,

music, dance or drum class
is answered by a staff of
well trained teachers in the
arts. And for those ques-
tions that seem to challenge
the mind of adults; we

search for the answers.

Children wet from their

water break run back into
the gym and prepare for the
second half of dance class.
Everybody is sweating but
anticipation readies them
for the next movement.
The teacher enters the
room and the kids begin

rudiments to the

their
sound of the Jimbay drum,
Swaying left to right like

trees being blown by wind
the children begin their
dance. Dancing joyfully in
the stepsof their ancestral

roots. Children knowing
the importance of their
history makes the world
beat to a new drunPride,
confidence, selfvorth are
all tools for makings steps
towards a bettetomorrow.
Dance children!!!!
Dance!!!

Try a little help from our friends

The NYOP is proud to better place for families.
welcome a new neighbor So if you ever want td
learn about African drum
Shabaka Moses. Brotherand dance please
Shabaka lives a block Brother Shabaka Mose
away from our facility He
and is a teacher of the away....welcome!

to our ministry family,

African Drums. Shabaka
has been teaching drurr
for 20 years in the
Pittsburgh area and hsa
studied many styles o
playing. He has severe
ensembles available fo
performance and
teaching. We are s
blessed to have hi
teaching private lesson
at the NYOP every
Saturday from 1pm till
3pm with children and
adults. He also taught
our NYOP arts camp
with  special lessons
throughout the summer
m o n t h s

Its beautiful to have our
neighbors helping
with make
community

us
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is just a smile
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Where have all the flowers gone?
Summertime at the Being availablebeing be inviting. Thereare so tool that makes you
NYOP is really a laid inviting and be ready many factors that more inviting.

back atmosphere and far
different from the hustle
and bustle of the school
year and after school
programs. There is not
as many kids running
through the doors but
the doors are open for
ministry. Neighborhood
children walk in the
NYOP office right off
the streets to get a drink
of water or just taome
and vent theidaily con-
cerns. A famous
youth missionary in
Pittsburgh named
Chuck Rosemeyer
would call this, "Open
Door ministry." He felt
that this was one of the
most important minis-

tries an inner city
church could have in a
troubled community.

was the motto for this
style of ministry.

Being available means
there should be con-
sistency in your minis-
try. Having resources
such as information to
food banks, crises cen-
ters, living assistancer

just to listen. Its always a

comfort to a person in

need when they know
they could be in touch

with you duringa crises.

Being
simplistic but

Inviting sounds

on obtain-
ing. Sometimes church

ministries think because
they are good people
they meet the criteria to

B

play into the ways to
make individuals feels
comfortable in a unfa-
miliar environment. The
best way to accomplish
this task is to know the
area in which you are
doing ministry. Taking
walks, talking to neigh-

its the
number one problem that
most ministries fall short

bors, visiting other
churches and local or-
ganizations. Chuck
would always chal-
lenge ministers to visit
out of their comfort
zones.Even Jesus went
among the people to do
ministry
Oncethe peoplerealized
he was with them; they
felt he was able to be
approached. To grow
your ministry you have
to walk with the people
you serve and this is one

Social Justice, Tony Jackson

Many times in our lives
a situation arises that
seems to cause us to
become bewildered in
our rational ways of
thinking. The situation
may challenge our
beliefs and even offer an
epiphany to look at our
reality. Over the last 17
years | have worked with
children in the inner city

of Pittsburgh and
Wilkinsburg and
witnessed the ills that
seem to keep

communities in bondage.
Bondage that mentally
and physically keeps
people from achieving
and obtaining their
prosperity. | call these
social and economic ills,
AnHope Ki | |

when children are raised
with economic hardships
and less stellar living
conditions but maintain a
sense of childhood
innocence; this is hope.
Despite an economically
poor demographic area;
children still play and
enjoy the simple things life
has to offer. Catching fire
flies on humid summer

nights; riding bikes,
playing jump rope and
doing things children love

to do. Being the product
of poor schools districts,
latch key situations, bad
nutritional habits, drug
infested communities, and
all the other sociakms

that continue to hurt our
neighborhoods; our

e chidrerostill flotresh.

Being ready means are
you ready for the many
typesof people that will
come through
your ministry doors. |
can remember when
two Jehovah witnesses
came into my office and
wanted to talk scripture.
Not once did | feel
threatened or intimidated
about our conversation. |
love talking scripture
and hearing someone
el sebds inte
the Bible. This only
makes me more diligent
to learn God's word. Un-
fortunately the Jehovah
Witnesses never came
back but my door will be
open always for deep
conversation.

There is hope! Continue
in believing in tomorrow
and we as caring adults
loving them today! If we
could focus our energy
on helping children
continue to see over
those barriers of despair;
there is hope! We need
not be blind to the reality
of people in need in our
own communities. Our
children need
cheerleaders, advocates,
and mentors to let them
know they are not alone.
Let us always be mindful
of our priorities and
responsibilities to insure
hope for tomorrow.
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